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Licensing Act 2003 Sub-Committee on 21st March 2006

Report title: Application for a Premises Licence KURDISH COMMUNITY EVENT, FINSBURY
PARK, LONDON

Report of: The Lead Officer Licensing

Ward(s) affected STROUD GREEN

1. Purpose

To consider an application by KURDISH COMMUNITY EVENT to provide a licensable
activity in the form Of Regulated Entertainment.

2. Recommendations

21 (a) Grant the application as asked
(b) Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or adding to them
(c) Reject the whole or part of the application

The Committee is asked to note that it may not modify the conditions or reject the
whole or part of the application unless it is necessary to promote the licensing
objectives.

Report authorised by: Robin Payne...............oo
Assistant Director Enforcement Services

Contact Officer: Ms Daliah Barrett Telephone: 020 8489 5103

3. Executive summary

For consideration by Sub Committee under Licensing Act 2003 for a New Premises licence

4, Access to information:

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

Background Papers

The following Background Papers are used in the preparation of this Report:
File: KURDISH COMMUNITY EVENT: FINSBURY PARK

The Background Papers are located at Enforcement Service, Civic Centre, High Road Wood
Green N22
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5. REPORT

Background

5.1

5.2

5.2

5.4

5.5

5.6

Application by MURAT SONMEZ, for a New Premises Licence in

respect of FINSBURY PARK, Basketball pitch under the Licensing Act 2003.
To celebrate Kurdish New Year on 26" March 2006 with an expected crowd
of 3500.

Details of Premises Licence application
Opening Hours for Public

Regulated Entertainment: Live Music, Recorded Music, and Performance of
Dance.

Sunday 26™ March 06: 18.00 to 22.30
Crime and Disorder

Newroz- The Kurdish New Year is a peaceful family and community
entertainment event. Our experience has shown that there has been no
disorderly act or crime made whilst people enjoy themselves.

Public Safety

We will employ 100 men and women stewards who are well trained to

handle this kind of activity. Public safety is of the utmost importance for our
communities and others that will attend this event. The area will be well lit
and we will work closely with the police and the Fire department.

Public Nuisance

We are aware that at the back of this proposed area there are housing
estates and will liaise with the stage manager and the sound control engineer
to keep the sound down. The music will cease by 22.30

Child Protection

As we mentioned above this is a family event. Children are accompanied by

their parent or older brothers or sisters. We don’t anticipate any harm to the
children, and all stewards will be on the lookout for children without adults.
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RELEVANT REPRESENTATIONS (CONSULTATION)

Responsible authorities:

Comments of Metropolitan Police

The Police have made representations under public safety grounds. App 2
Comments of Enforcement Services:

Noise Team are concerned that the organisers should take steps to ensure
none of the people attending the event bring fireworks into the Park, which
they may then wish to let off late in the evening thereby causing a nuisance to
nearby residents.

Food Team

Have no objections to this application

Health and Safety — App 3

Have made representation due to the organisers not being able to show clear
plans in relation to planning and delivering such an event.

Trading Standards

Have no objections to this application

Fire Officer — App 4

The Fire Officer has made representation against this application.
Planning Officer

Planning has no objection to this application.

Comments of Child Protection Agency or Nominee

No comments to make on this application.

Interested Parties

1letter of representation has been received against this application. Which
raises concerns regarding the use of fireworks. App 5

Financial Comments

The fee which would be applicable for this application was £190.00
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9.0 Comments of Licensing Officer

A Stat meeting was held on 25" February and attended by all the Responsible
Authorities and the Organisers, as well as the Parks Manager.

The Fire Officer had already made representation on the matter as the
application form and associated paperwork did not cover the fire risk
assessment and the plan deposited with the application did not show any layout
or structure for the event.

It also became apparent that the area hired by the Kurdish Group was not
sufficient to hold their expected audience of 3500. They were advised by the
Fire officer that the capacity for the given area would limit them to 150 capacity
due to the exit widths of the 2 gates that serviced the basketball pitch.

The Police also questioned the organisers as to how the event would be
advertised and if tickets were to be sold. There was no clarity in the response
given which initially stated no tickets were to be sold. On further questioning the
organisers said that a 1 off ticket was being sold for the whole months event for
the Kurdish Festival all over the country and anyone holding such a ticket could
then turn up to the Finsbury Park event. The organisers were asked how they
would control the numbers in attendance. This was not clarified.

The 1° stat meeting was halted as the organisers did not come prepared with a
clear plan of how the event was to be organised and delivered. It was agreed
that they all the parties would reconvene a week later by which time the
venue/space to be used in the park would be clarified, all plans showing a layout
of the area to be drawn up and submitted showing clearly where the stage,
lighting, stalls, toilets and ingress and egress points would be. The fire risk
assessment and emergency evacuation plan.

The 2™ stat meeting was held a week later. The organisers had hired a Fire
Safety Group called Firequest to draw up their Health and Safety risk
assessment. App 6 This document arrived while the organisers were at the Civic
Centre and was given to all parties concerned. The most striking matter in the
document was that the company who had carried out this audit done so on their
request and with the information provided by the organisers. The document
shows all the different aspects that are required to be addressed by organisers
when putting on such events and shows UNSATISFACTORY throughout.

For the Responsible Authorities this document reinforces the fact that the event
organisers have not met the criteria and have not been able to submit plans and
evidence to support their application.
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Members attention is also drawn to the matters raised in Lewis Taylors (Parks
Manager) memo — App 7 to The Kurdish Community Group stating concerns as
the Parks manager to the stage the organisation is intending to use.

The load bearing weight of the stage exceeds the limit that the hard standing
area can take, as does the vehicle and trailer,

There is no reference as to what steps the organisers will take to secure the
infrastructure of basketball court.






